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About me and S3

• S3 Research Center dedicated to nanoscience

• people: about 60 researchers / PhDs

• science: surface science (adhesion, friction), • science: surface science (adhesion, friction), 

nanobiosystems, nanomagnetism, 

nanostructured materials…

• communicate?: from 2005 in charge of outreach 

activities



BLOW-UP image exhibition about a science 
field that consists of invisible objects 

� What Why How 

� Look at the outcome� Look at the outcome

� Weakness & Strenght

� Your ideas & questions 
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nano technologies:

the nano world
in our lives



how do people imagine
this new worldthis new world

images ?



almost no images

http://www.sciencephoto.com/





from ‘artistic’ interpretation…
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…to computer graphics
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almost no images
from experimentsfrom experiments



a ‘scientific revolution’ driven by 
imaging instruments
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‘seeing’ atoms 
for the first time
by STM (1981)



a ‘scientific revolution’ driven by 
imaging instruments

but:
nanoscience research images 

do not reach out of the labs



photos without lightphotos without light



Visual communication of nano

• Visual language can help people feel less 
intimidated

• Strong lack of ‘real’ images

• Scientists have been using (so far) a language
that is inaccessible

…but have plenty of images





Blow-up ideas

• show the nanoworld as it is seen by the 
researchers

• photographer + scientists • photographer + scientists 

• combine aesthetics and scientific accuracy

EXHIBITION
BOOK

A SHORT FILM



~200 raw images collected

















The exhibition
40 images + 12’ film

GenovaScienceFestival 
Modena
Torino
Paris 
Alexandria 
Cairo 



Critical aspects

• nanoscience is complex! (quantum physics, 
multidisciplinary…)

• texts: some image caption too difficult• texts: some image caption too difficult

• main focus on research, add more about 
applications

• working with scientists… be aware!

• …



what did work…?

• use visual language to make a ‘hidden’ science 
more accessible

• bring scientists close to the public

• create a short-circuit between public and 
cutting-edge research

• reframe the hype on nanotechnology into a 
more sober vision: shift the visual 
representation from science-fiction to ‘real’ 
landscapes
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